
Grade 12, Unit 1, Task #3 

Word List 

 

 

 Skinny 

 Fat 

 Smart 

 In love 

 Afraid 

 Clean 

 Hard-working 

 Beautiful 

 Fair 

 Proud 

 Caring 

 Dangerous 

 Mean 

 Different 

 Artistic  

 Athletic 

 Religious 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Names _____________________________________Period _____ Date____ 

“The Perfect Word” 

 

Some words are better to use than others, depending on where and why you are using 

them, even if they have similar meanings. In poetry, and indeed all types of writing, one 

word is often more fitting than another.  Using print or digital reference tools, such as 

the dictionary and thesaurus, find synonyms and definitions for the word your group has 

been assigned. 

A) First, agree on the definitions of these terms: 

Diction __________________________________________________________ 

Synonym ________________________________________________________ 

Connotation______________________________________________________ 

Denotation _______________________________________________________ 

 

B) Your word to explore as assigned by your teacher: ________________________ 

What is the denotation of that word? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

What is the connotation of that word? __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

C) Using a thesaurus, find a minimum of six synonyms for your word.  Challenge 

yourself to use unique and unfamiliar words rather than ones you are more 

familiar with.  Write the exact definition for each of those words. 

1. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



 

D) Look at each situation listed below.  Which of your words would work best in that 

situation?  If you choose a word that isn’t the obvious choice, be prepared to 

defend your selection.  Of course, you will use words more than once.  The goal 

is to find the right word for the specific situation. 

What word would you use: 

In a poem to express your feelings towards someone? 

In a job interview? 

In a conversation with your friend? 

In a formal essay? 

In a poem that uses satire? 

In an argument? 

As a lyric in a love song? 

To describe yourself to a future employer? 

To describe yourself to a peer? 

** Be prepared to present your ideas to the class as directed by your teacher, 

 

E) Reflection 

Has this activity made you think about how you use words differently?  How so? 

 

 

 

Think of a time when having “the right word” would have been beneficial to you, 

either academically or personally.  Attach an extra sheet if needed. 


